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1. POLI CY FRAVEWORK, | NCLUDI NG MEANS OF | MPLEMENTATI ON

47. An encouragi ng devel opnent in recent years has been the al nost universa
pursuit of increased econom c openness and integration. This has contributed to
a growi ng econoni ¢ and soci al interdependence anong countries. It is a comon
responsibility and in the common interest to ensure that these trends continue
and al so to ensure that all countries benefit fromthem The last point is
fundanmental: the benefits attributable to these vari ous changes have been

wi despread, but they have been neither universal nor achieved wi thout costs. A
primary objective of the inplenentation of this Agenda should be to contribute
in such a way that the benefits stemming fromfuture growth and devel opnent are
distributed equitably anpbng all countries and peopl es.

48. Achieving and maintaining an international environnment favourable to all
countries is in the interest of all countries. d obal econom c, environmental
and soci al issues can be approached effectively only through a constructive

di al ogue and genui ne partnership anong all countries. This requires a
recognition not only of the nutuality of interests and benefits but al so of
comon, though differentiated, responsibilities. This nutual understanding has
perneat ed the ongoi ng sequence of United Nations world conferences and sunm ts.

49. However, sone of the commtnents and agreenents for devel opment, including
those referring to international devel opnent cooperation, resulting fromthese
conferences and summts, as well as from previous international undertakings,
remain to be fulfilled. These commitments, as well as the new and additiona
priority actions identified here, should be inplemented in the spirit of
solidarity and partnership. In this context, efforts should be nmade to nobilize
publ i c support for devel opnent cooperation, inter alia, through a strategy based
on partnership between devel oped and devel opi ng countries, which incorporates,
as appropriate, mutually agreed goals for devel opnent.

A. Econoni c devel opnent

1. Macroeconom c policies geared towards sustained
economic growh and sustai nabl e devel opnent

50. National devel oprmental policies should be forrmulated in conformty with
nati onal needs, conditions and devel opnent priorities and should take into
account the | essons | earned from decades of devel opnent experience. Anong the
latter, the dynamic role of the private sector and the contribution of hunman
resource devel opnent in creating wealth figure promnently. The challenge for
public authorities is, inter alia, to develop and inplenent policies that are
conduci ve to prosperity, eradicate poverty and conserve the environnent.

51. To this end, Governnents should encourage a supportive environnent for the
private sector, including active conpetition policies, the application of the
rule of law, an open framework for trade and investnent and sound fiscal and
nmonetary policies. In the area of finance, policies need both to promote
donmestic savings and to attract external resources for productive investnent.
For both purposes, it is necessary to inprove the efficiency of donestic
financial nmarkets. Addressing the needs of people living in poverty,

di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups of society and the creation of nore and
better jobs requires attention to be given to conduci ve macroeconom ¢ policies
and to such issues as human resources devel opnent, gender equality, public
participation and social integration. Social and environnental factors should
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be considered as inportant elenments to be taken into account by all countries in
the formul ati on and i npl enent ati on of nacroeconom c policies. Particular
attention should be paid to the effect of structural adjustment programes on
people living in poverty and on di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups of society.

52. Increased economc integration and interdependence pl aces greater
responsibilities than before on all countries, but particularly the devel oped
countries, to contribute to ensuring that their domestic policies are favourable
to econom c grow h and devel opnent in the rest of the world. National and
international actions are closely interrelated and should be seen as nutually
rei nforcing conponents of the overall goal of achieving devel opment. |n order
to foster a supportive international environment for devel opment, countries
shoul d pursue economc stability, full enploynment, a lowrate of inflation
sust ai nabl e external and internal bal ances, including the avoi dance of excessive
budget deficits, lowlong-termreal interest rates and a neasure of exchange
rate stability. They should al so ensure open financial and comrercial markets
and, where appropriate, provide concessional aid flows.

53. International cooperation in the formulation and i npl enentation of

nmacr oeconomni ¢ policies should be reinforced with a view to pronoting greater
coherence and consi stency of donestic policies and thereby enhancing their

ef fecti veness. Measures shoul d al so be taken to broaden the cooperati on anong
nonetary authorities in order to maintain a sound international financia

system This enhanced cooperation should take full account of the interests and
concerns of all countries. Miltilateral surveillance should correspondi ngly
address the policies and neasures of all countries.

2. International trade and commbditi es

54. The grow ng, though far fromconplete, integration of all countries in
worl d trade and investnment represents an historic structural change in

i nternational economc relations. |In recent years, devel oping countries' trade
has increased, largely as a result of their liberalization policies concerning
trade and i nvestment. The expansion of devel oping countries' narkets appears to
be creating a virtuous circle in which nutually beneficial liberalization of
trade and i nvestnent can beconme major neans for generating the resources
necessary for devel opnent.

55. The liberalization of trade regines and the pronotion of an open and secure
nmultilateral trading systemare central requirenents for the pronotion of
econom ¢ devel opment. Al Governnents should conmt thenselves to the
liberalization of trade and investnent policies and should foster internationa
cooperation towards this goal. Al countries have a shared interest in an open
rul ed- based equitable, non-discrimnatory transparent and predictable

mul tilateral trading system Wile many provisions in this area have been
identified by the General Assenbly, over the last five years, the agreenents as
represented by the Wrld Trade Organi zation (WO are particularly inportant.
In this regard, the WO di spute settlenents mechanismis a key elenent for the
credibility of the nultilateral trade system The Conmitnments agreed in the
Final Act of the Uruguay Round should be inplenented fully. Unilateral actions
of a protectionist nature, inconsistent with nultilateral trade agreenents,
shoul d be avoi ded and prevented. Appropriate nonitoring nmeasures shoul d be
established to ensure that, in the inplenentation of the Uruguay Round, the
rights, interests and concerns of all countries are protected, recognized and
redressed.



56. There is a need to pronote greater integration in the world econony of

t hose countries which have not yet benefited fromthe overall increase in trade
and investnment flows, in particular African countries and the | east devel oped
countries. Special attention should be given to the full inplementation of the

specific provisions for the | east devel oped countries, including the provisions
emanating fromthe Marrakesh agreenments, and to the needs of the net
food-inporting devel oping countries, so that all countries benefit fully from
the results of the Uruguay Round. These neasures will also require donestic
efforts to pronote greater diversification of these countries' trade and to

i ncrease the conpetitiveness of their trading sectors.

57. Efforts to nmake trade and environnent policies mutually supportive in
favour of sustainabl e devel opnment should continue. Trade l|iberalization
neasur es shoul d be conpl enented by sound environnental policies, but neasures
adopted for environnental purposes should not beconme a neans of arbitrary and
unjustifiable trade discrimnation or a disguised formof protectionism 1In the
sane vein, social concerns should not be used for protectionist purposes.

58. Commodity exports continue to play a key role in the econom es of nmany
devel opi ng countries, especially in terns of their export earnings, the
l'ivelihoods of their people, and the dependence of general economic vitality on
these exports. This makes the continuing deterioration in their terns of trade
of special concern, even if there is sone recent evidence of inprovenent in the
prices of sone primary commodities. |Increased participation of devel opi ng
countries in the processing, marketing and distribution of their comodities, if
acconpani ed by inmproved market access, provides an alternative neans for
ensuring greater value added, as well as predictability and increased export
earni ngs, fromcommodity production. This diversification will require such
countries to continue their macroeconomc, trade and investnent policy reforns.

59. It will also require a strong commtnment by the international comunity to
support such policy reforms. The international comunity shoul d endeavour to

i nprove the functioning of commodity markets, with greater transparency and nore
stabl e and predictable conditions. There should be further evaluation of the
usef ul ness of commdity agreements in this regard, taking into account the
potential of new financial and trading instrunents and techni ques. |nproved
nmar ket access for primary comodities, especially in their processed forns,
shoul d be provided, particularly by devel oped countries. They should al so
respond favourably to requests for technical assistance ainmed at enhancing the
diversification of the export sector in those devel oping countries which are

hi ghly dependent on the export of a limted nunber of comodities. The
strengthening of multilateral conpensatory financing schemes is a further neans
of addressing the short-termdifficulties that can arise as a result of heavy
dependence on comodity exports.

60. UNCTAD nust build upon its conparative advantage and of fer support
appropriate to the needs of devel oping countries to ensure that they participate
in the world econony on a nore equitable basis. The policy research and

anal ytical work of UNCTAD nust illum nate the changes in the gl obal econony as
they relate to trade, investnent, technol ogy, services and devel opnent. This
wor k shoul d be undertaken in cooperation with WIO and ot her rel evant
international institutions.



3. I ssues of internal and external finance

(a) Mobilization of donestic resources for devel opnent

61. Both domestic and external resources are required for devel opment. |n nost
countries, domestic savings contribute by far the larger part of the resources
utilized for investment and are mainly nobilized through national fiscal and
nmonetary policies, including equitable taxation and fiscal incentives.

Expl ori ng new ways of generating new public and private financial resources,
inter alia, through the appropriate reduction of excessive mlitary

expendi tures, including global nmilitary expenditures and the arns trade, and

i nvestmments for arns production and acquisition, taking into consideration

nati onal security requirenments, so as to allow possible allocation of additiona
funds for social and econom c devel opnent will be undertaken

62. The experiences of those devel opi ng countries which have achi eved high
rates of economic growh in recent years show that sustained economic growh is
linked to an effective strategy for donmestic resource nobilization. These
econom es have nmaintained significantly higher rates of national savings and

i nvestment than other devel opi ng countries. However, sone devel opi ng countries
have Iimted scope for increasing savings because of their |ow per capita inconme
| evel s and because | evel s of consunption are already |low and are difficult to
restrain further; these countries will continue to need substantial externa
resources as an inportant conplenent to donmestic efforts to stinulate their

devel opnent .

(b) External resources

63. Total net resource flows to devel opi ng countries have expanded rapidly in
the 1990s. However, the trend has not been universal, in ternms of either the
types of financing or the recipients. Wthin the total, official (public
sector) flows have | angui shed; all the growh has been accounted for by an
increase in the private sector conponent. Secondly, while some | owincome
countries have been the recipients of the increased private sector capita
flows, others have not benefited at all

(c) External debt

64. There is an urgent need for effective, equitable, devel opnment-oriented and
durabl e solutions to the external debt and debt-servicing probl enms of devel opi ng
countries, and to help themexit fromthe rescheduling process. The evolving
debt strategy has contributed to the inprovenent in the debt situation of a
nunber of devel oping countries. Debt-relief measures have been undertaken by
creditor countries both within the franework of the Paris Cub and through their
cancel l ati on and equivalent relief of bilateral official debt. Nevertheless,
external debt and debt-servicing problens have persisted, particularly for the
poorest and heavily indebted countries. Debt-service problens of niddle-income
countries should continue to be addressed effectively.

65. Those devel oping countries that have continued, at great cost to

thensel ves, to nmeet their international debt and debt-service obligations in a
tinely fashi on have done so despite serious external and donestic financial
constraints.



(d) Oficial devel opnent assistance

66. O ficial devel opment assistance (ODA) is a small proportion of a country's
total resources for devel opnent, but is a significant source of externa
resources for many devel oping countries, particularly African countries and the
| east devel oped countries. As such, it can play an inportant conpl enentary and
catalytic role in promoting economic growmh. Despite its critical inportance
the overall decline in ODA is a serious cause for concern

(e) Role of multilateral financial institutions

67. The nultilateral financial institutions have an inportant role to play in
nmeeting the chall enges and urgent needs of devel opnent and the conmitments nade
in a series of recent international conferences. Renewed efforts should be nmade
in order to provide themw th resources conmensurate with their role, while

pur sui ng ongoing efforts to increase efficiency and effectiveness. In order
that international financial facilities, particularly the Internationa

Devel opnent Association (1 DA), have nore positive effects on devel opnent, the
commtments for their repl eni shnment should be fully inplenented in a tinmely
manner, thereby contributing nore effectively to devel opment.

(f) United Nations financing for devel opnent

68. At present, the capacity of United Nations funds and progranmes to respond
to the needs of devel oping countries is being threatened by the persistent

i nsufficiency of resources for the operational devel opnent activities of the
United Nations, in particular the decline in contributions to core resources.

At the same time, the present sequence of gl obal conferences and ot her

i nternational neetings has resulted in a wi de range of additional devel opnent
demands being i nposed on the United Nations. The efficiency, effectiveness,
accountability, and inmpact of the operational activities of the United Nations
system nmust al so be enhanced.

(g) Private investnment flows

69. Private resource flows to devel oping countries, including foreign direct

i nvestment (FDI), have increased in recent years. Key determ nants for
attracting external private sector capital are, inter alia, a stable domestic
political, |egal and econom c environnent, based on the rule of |aw, sound
econom ¢ policies and an openness to foreign investnent. Oher factors include
the prospects for growh and a favourable external environment.

70. The growth in FDI in devel oping countries is of particular inmportance
since, in addition to finance, the recipient econony usually benefits in terns
of technol ogy transfer and enhanced access to export markets. However, FD in
devel opi ng countries, as well as the recent parallel surge in internationa
portfolio investnent, has been concentrated in the nore advanced econonies, the
| arger econom es and those with high rates of economic growh. This situation
needs to be addressed. There is also a need to pronote favourable conditions
for achieving international stability in private capital flows and to prevent
the destabilization arising fromsw ft novenents of private capital flows.

(h) Peace dividend
71. \When the cold war ended, a peace dividend appeared at hand. The rel axation

of international tensions was thought to offer opportunities for reducing
mlitary spending worldwi de and for using the resources so rel eased to enhance
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spendi ng on soci al and econoni c devel opment for the benefit of all countries.
There shoul d be an appropriate reduction of excessive mlitary expenditures,
including global mlitary expenditures and the arns trade, and investnents for
arnms production and acquisition, taking into consideration national security
requi renents, so as to allow possible allocation of additional funds for socia
and econom ¢ devel opnent. While the reduction in global political tensions has
yi el ded many benefits, the inpact on devel opnment has not materialized in the
tangi ble formor to the extent that was foreseen

4. Science and technol ogy

72. The ability of countries to participate in, benefit fromand contribute to
the rapi d advances in science and technol ogy can significantly influence their
devel opnent. Hence, international cooperation efforts should be intensified and
strengt hened towards the devel opi ng countries' endogenous capacity-building in
sci ence and technol ogy, including their capacity to utilize scientific and

t echnol ogi cal devel opnents from abroad and to adapt themto suit |oca
conditions. There is a need to pronote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate,
access to and transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es and the
correspondi ng know how, in particular to the devel oping countries on favourable
ternms, including on concessional and preferential ternms, as mutually agreed,
taking into account the need to protect intellectual property rights as well as
t he special needs of developing countries. |In this regard, the internationa
comunity is called upon to meet all the objectives as reaffirmed in chapter 34
of Agenda 21.

73. Pronotion of science and technol ogy for devel opnent calls for a clear
definition of the respective roles in this area of the private sector,
Governnents and international organizations. The private sector plays arole in
t he productive application of science and technol ogy and nost commercially

rel evant technology is controlled by the private sector. Covernnents play a
role in ensuring that there is a propitious environnment for the devel oprment,
access to, transfer, adaptation and application of environnmentally sound
technol ogi es, and in providing appropriate regulatory frameworks and incentives
for the devel opment of scientific and technol ogical capabilities. Pronotion of
science and technol ogy for devel opnent also requires a | abour force that has the
prof essional and technical training necessary to utilize newy introduced

t echnol ogi es.

74. Devel opi ng countries should further advance their collective efforts in
pronoting technol ogy research, training, devel opnent and di ssem nation, as well
as facilitating the access and exchange through information and technol ogy
centres. This developnent calls for the continued and enhanced support fromthe
international commnity through technical assistance and financing. The
international community should al so continue to pronote the devel opnent of
effective and nmutual ly beneficial technol ogical cooperation between countries
with economies in transition and all other countries, including in the area of
new and energi ng technol ogi es.

75. International cooperation can conplenent national science and technol ogy
policy neasures and is necessary in areas where global interests are at stake.
The worl d community has a conmon interest in the devel opment and w despread

di ssem nation of technol ogy geared towards environnmental protection and
conservation and the rational use of energy and raw materials. Governments
shoul d i npl ement the commitments they nmade in Agenda 21 on this subject.



5. Sout h-South cooperation

76. Sout h- Sout h cooperation is an integral and dynam c part of internationa
devel opnent cooperation. The end of the cold war, increasing globalization

i beralization, regional cooperation, and interdependence are all making such
cooperation nore inperative. The countries of the South exhibit comobn as well
as varying devel opment experiences and know how whi ch offer many opportunities
at the bilateral, subregional, regional, interregional and international |evels
for greater cooperation between them G asping these opportunities will result
in a stronger basis for their self-reliance and devel opnent as well as provide
an inportant conplenment to international devel opment cooperation

77. Exploiting trade opportunities among countries of the South by undertaking
trade pronotion activities, devising paynent arrangenments and expandi ng
availability of trade information is particularly inportant. At the sane tine,
there are nmany other areas, such as communications, information, transportation
i nvestnents, science and technol ogy, environnent, food and agricul ture,

popul ation, education, and human resource devel opnment, in which South-South
cooperation can be fostered and pronoted.

78. Technical cooperation, arrangenents to inprove nmarket access, technical and
financial assistance, sharing of know edge and technol ogy, and exchange of
information are sonme of the many ways and actions by which devel opi ng countries
t hat have been able to achieve social and econom c progress can assist those

t hat have been | ess successful. The concept of triangular cooperation, which
involves, inter alia, technical, financial and other support by devel oped
countries and international organizations for South-South cooperation, can al so
make a significant contribution to the pronotion of cooperation anmong devel opi ng
countries. All these collaborative efforts should be accorded high priority and
i ncreased support fromthe international community and assistance from al
sources, including relevant multilateral institutions and non-State actors.

6. Regional econonic cooperation

79. Regional econom c integration and cooperation is increasingly recognized as
a nmeans towards expandi ng trade and investnment opportunities, and for pronoting

econom ¢ growth and sust ai nabl e devel opnment and ot her forns of cooperation

bet ween countries of various regions. Regional arrangenents can also contribute
to growth of the world econony.

80. Regional econom c integration and cooperation should be actively consi dered
as a nmeans of elimnating obstacles to trade and i nvestnent and of fostering
econom ¢ cooperation within a region. However, there is the risk that regiona
organi zations may turn inward and that the world will evolve into conpeting
econom ¢ blocs. Therefore, reductions of barriers to trade and investnent anong
nenbers or participants in regional groupings should be consistent with
internationally agreed rules, where applicable, and without detrinment to other
econoni es.

81. Regional econom c groupings should be outward oriented and supportive of
the multilateral trading system This requires a strong conm tnent by the
international community, in its pursuit of regional economc integration and
cooperation, to open regionalismw thin the franework of an equitabl e,

non-di scrimnatory and rul e-based nultilateral trading system



82. Regional cooperation also provides a vehicle for addressing environnental
and social issues of common concern. The devel opnent of comon approaches to
envi ronnental problens of a transboundary nature is particularly pertinent.
Nati onal efforts in conbating poverty and unenpl oynent and pronoting socia

i ntegration can also benefit fromregional cooperation. Furthernore,
possibilities could be explored to use regional foruns as neans of cooperation
in supporting national action to pronote and protect all human rights and
fundanental freedons, the rule of |aw and denocratic institutions.

83. Regional integration and cooperation should be conpl enentary and
contributory to national policies and to global nmultilateralism |In order to
take advantage of regionalism nultilateral economc and trade institutions nust
have the capacity to accommpdate regional arrangenents in their structures. The
challenge is to use both global and regional arrangenents in a mutually
supportive way.

7. Developnent in agriculture, industry and the services sectors

84. The agricultural, industrial and services sectors need to be developed in a
bal anced manner. VWhile it is recognized that the private sector is the primry
contributor to sectoral devel opment, Governnments have an inportant role to play
in creating the enabling environment for sectoral devel opment to flourish
particularly in the agricultural and services sectors. Besides pronoting a
dynam c and conpetitive domestic econony, based on conparative advant ages, and
provi di ng physical and institutional infrastructures, domestic sectoral policies
shoul d al so seek to integrate the protection and conservation of the environnent
and the achi evenent of social devel opnent objectives into sectoral devel opnent

pl ans.

85. In inplenenting sectoral policies, particular attention should be given to
the potential of such policies to generate enploynment and contribute towards the
eradi cati on of poverty. |In this context, the inportant contribution of snal

and medi um si zed enterprises should be recognized. It is also essential to
facilitate wonmen's equal access to resources, training, enploynment, market and
trade and to strengthen their econonm ¢ capacity and comercial networks, as well
as their equal access to and equal opportunity to participate in scientific and
t echnol ogi cal areas.

86. The agricultural sector remains the main source of income for the nmajority
of the population in devel oping countries. |Its marginalization fromthe overal
process of econom ¢ devel opment shoul d be avoided. Agricultural policies should
particularly aimat increasing food production, inproving access to food by

| owi ncone peopl e and enhancing the incone-generating potential of agriculture.
Devel opi ng countries, with the support of the international community, should
pronote the devel opment of snmall and nmedi um sized agro-industries and
cooperatives and inprove the processing, transportation, distribution and
marketing of food and other agricultural products. Governnments shoul d enhance,
at the national and local levels, rural wonen's inconme-generating potential by
facilitating their equal access to and control over productive resources, |and,
credit, capital, property rights, devel opnent progranmes and cooperative
structures.

87. The industrial sector constitutes one of the key factors in sustained
econom c growh and in achieving social objectives. |n order to pronote

i ndustrial devel opnent, policies in this area should be geared towards ensuring
the legal and institutional framework that fosters entrepreneurship and attracts

-0-



foreign investnent, protecting intellectual property rights and facilitating
technol ogy cooperation. Mreover, special support should be given to the
promoti on and devel opnent of environnentally sustainable industry and attention
needs to be directed to rural industrial developnment, to industrialization
programes for marginalized segnents and regions, and to enhancing the rol e of
worren in industrial devel opnent.

88. The services sector is of increasing inportance for the econom es of
devel opi ng countries. Devel oping countries should continue to pursue policies
to create conditions for the devel opnent of their national services sector

t hrough the noderni zation of the necessary infrastructures. Measures shoul d

i ncl ude enhancing the efficiency of donmestic sectors by encouragi ng human
resour ce devel opnent and by ensuring appropriate investnent policies.

89. Al countries should enhance the efficiency of donestic service sectors
through greater internal and external conpetition and by ensuring the
transparency, effectiveness and non-di scrimnatory nature of donestic

regul ations, in accordance to each country's commtnments, and with the
provisions of GATT, including article IV on the increasing participation of
devel opi ng countries. The devel oping countries face a nmajor chall enge of
strengt hening their donestic services' capabilities to derive full benefits from
the inplenentation of the General Agreement on Trade in Services. In this
context, as reaffirned in the ninth session of UNCTAD, appropriate technica
assi stance shoul d be extended to the devel opi ng countries to devel op and
strengthen their service sectors to help ensure that they reap the nmaxi num
benefits fromliberalization of trade in services.

90. The donmestic sectoral policies elaborated by devel opi ng countries should be
supported by a favourable international action. Trade liberalization should be
pursued on a global basis. It should include the Iliberalization of market
access in sectors and nodes of supply of exports of interest to devel oping
countries and shoul d cover access to technology on a commercial basis, to
distribution channels and to informati on networks. Wth the grow ng
internationalization of the services sector, further action should be taken to
facilitate the participation of devel oping countries in international service
transacti ons.

B. Social devel opnent

91. Equitable social developnent is a necessary foundation for devel opment and
an inportant factor for the eradication of poverty. The commtnents agreed at
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent should be fully inplenented.

92. The ultimte goal of developnment is to i nprove and enhance human wel | - bei ng
and the quality of life of all people. Social devel opnent is best pursued if
Governnments actively pronote enpowernent and participation in a denocratic and
pluralistic systemrespectful of all human rights and fundamental freedons.
Efforts to sustain broad-based economc growh reinforce the promotion of socia
devel opnent. Processes to pronote increased and equal econonmi ¢ opportunities,
to avoid exclusion and overcone socially divisive disparities while respecting
diversity are also part of an enabling environment for social devel opnment.

93. It is the prinmary responsibility of States to attain social devel opnent.
But the international community, the United Nations system the nmultilatera
financial institutions, all regional organizations and |ocal authorities, and
all actors of civil society also need to contribute their own share of efforts
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and resources to pronote social devel opnent and to reduce inequalities anong
peopl e and narrow t he gap between devel oped and devel opi ng countries. As part
of these shared responsibilities, interested devel oped and devel opi ng country
partners could agree on nmutual commtnents to all ocate, on average, 20 per cent
of ODA and 20 per cent of their national budget, respectively, to basic social
pr ogr ames.

1. FEradication of poverty and hunger

94. Poverty continues to affect far too many people in the world. Hunger and
mal nutrition, ill-health, |ack of access to safe drinking water, |ow access to
education and other public services and resources, exclusion, |ack of
participation and viol ence are sone of the many aspects that characterize
poverty. Wdespread poverty affects the future of societies, as children
growing up in poverty are often permanently di sadvantaged. The burden of
poverty is disproportionately borne by wonen. Though poverty occurs in all
countries, its extent and manifestation are particularly severe in devel opi ng
countri es.

95. The goal of eradicating poverty in the world is an ethical, social,
political and economic inperative. It can only be achieved through a

mul ti di mensi onal and integrated approach, that conbi nes programes targeted at
people living in poverty with policies and strategi es that neet the basic needs
of all, strengthen their productive capacities, enpower themto participate in
deci si on-maki ng on policies that affect them ensure access of all to productive
resources, opportunities, public services, and enhance social protection and
reduce vul nerability. Sustained and broad-based econom c growth, socia

devel opnent and environnental protection are crucial for raising living
standards and for elimnating poverty in a sustai ned manner

96. At international conferences organized by the United Nations in the recent
years, CGovernnents conmmtted thenselves to neet the basic needs of all. High
priority should be placed on achieving and nmonitoring the goals and targets set
in the areas of education, health, food security, shelter and access to safe
drinking water and sanitation, in partnership with major devel opnent actors.

97. At the Social Summt, it was decided to fornmulate or strengthen, preferably
by 1996, national policies and strategi es geared to substantially reducing
overall poverty in the shortest possible tine, to reducing inequalities, and
eradi cati ng absol ute poverty by a target date to be specified by each country.
Nati onal budgets and policies should be designed with the strategic objective of
neeting basic needs, eradicating poverty and reducing inequalities.

98. The eradication of poverty requires determ ned national actions. At the
sane time, the international comunity, bilaterally and through the nmultilatera
financial institutions and other international organizations, should support the
efforts of devel oping countries in the eradication of poverty and in ensuring
basi ¢ social protection

99. Conmmitnments and targets agreed upon since 1990 to achieve the overall goa
of poverty eradication should be fully inplenmented by Governnents, in
partnership with all devel opnent actors, the United Nations system including
financial institutions, NGO and the international community as a whole. The
United Nations system shoul d make every effort to enhance the coordination of
actions relative to poverty eradication, and to support devel opi ng countries and
other countries in that endeavour
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100. Hunger and malnutrition continue to be the fate of hundreds of mllions of
peopl e, nobst of whomlive in Africa and the | east devel oped countries.

El i m nati ng hunger and mal nutrition and achi eving food security are nmjor
objectives of this agenda. Therefore, the institutional structures of the
United Nations system nust be nmade nore effective in this respect.

101. The key to increasing food production lies in sustainabl e devel opnent of
the agricultural sector and in inproving market opportunities. Solving the
probl ems in devel oping countries calls for inproving agricultural productivity,
but also for financial incentives to encourage investnment in agriculture. It is
al so inportant to pronote secure |land tenure and access to resources and
technology for farners, in particular wonmen, whose role is crucial in food
supply and food security. The macroeconom c and trade policy issues and the
social factors that constrain and limt the achievenent of food security in

| east devel oped countries should al so be addressed.

102. The international community shoul d support the efforts of Africa and the

| east devel oped countries to increase food security. |t should strive to ensure
coordi nated and rapid delivery of food assistance in situations of transitory
food insecurity, in full awareness of |onger termnational and |ocal devel opnent
obj ectives and of the need to inprove access to food of the nobst vul nerabl e
groups of the popul ation

2. Enpl oynent

103. Creating adequately and appropriately remunerated enpl oynent for all and
reduci ng unenpl oynment and underenpl oynment are essential for conbating poverty
and for pronoting social integration

104. Pursuing the goal of full enployment should be a basic priority of economc
and social policies, so as to enable all nen and wonen to attain secure and
sustai nabl e l'ivelihoods through freely chosen productive enpl oyment and worKk.

At the WSSD, Governnents agreed on those common goals, and on a set of

obj ectives, policies and strategies to achi eve them

105. Econonmic growh as well as the expansion of productive enploynment should go
hand in hand. The expansion of adequately and appropriately renmunerated

enpl oynent and the reducti on of unenpl oynent shoul d be placed at the centre of
econom ¢ and social policies with the participation of enployers, workers and
their respective organi zations. The basic rights and interests of workers and
the quality of jobs should be ensured and the rel evant conventions of the

I nternational Labour Organization (1LO should be fully respected. Also
essential is to ensure equal enploynent opportunities for wonen and nen.

Speci al efforts shoul d be made agai nst |ong-termand structural unenpl oynent and
under enpl oynment, particularly among youth and wonen. |In enploynment creation
enpl oynment devel opnent strategi es should take into account the role of

sel f-enpl oyment, entrepreneurship, small and nmedi um size enterprises, and of the
i nformal sector.

106. The United Nations shoul d el aborate ways and nmeans to inplenent, follow up
and assess the outcome of the Social Summit in relation to the goal of ful

enpl oynent through expansi on of productive enpl oynent and the reduction of
unenpl oynent. The Ceneral Assenbly, through the Econom c and Soci al Counci
with the support of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent and other rel evant
bodi es as well as the Wrld Bank and the I M-, should be involved in the

i mpl ement ation, followup, and assessnent of international conmtnents on
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enpl oyment. The ILO, because of its mandate, has a special role to play in this
regard

3. Social integration

107. The aimof social integration is to create "a society for all", where every
i ndi vidual, each with rights and responsibilities, has an active role to play.
Since the founding of the United Nations, the quest for humane, stable, safe,

tol erant and just societies has shown a mxed record. Wile progress has been
achieved in many areas, there have al so been negative devel opments, such as
soci al polarization and fragmentation, w dening disparities and inequalities of

i ncome and wealth within and anong nations, and margi nalization of peopl e,
famlies and social groups. Even entire countries have been negatively affected
due to rapid social change, econonmic transformation, mgration and maj or

di sl ocations, particularly in areas of arnmed conflicts and violence inits
various manifestations.

108. These are conpel ling reasons for actions by Governnents, individually and,
as appropriate, jointly, to foster social cohesion, while recognizing and
protecting diversity. An inclusive society nust be based on respect for al
human ri ghts and fundanental freedons, on non-discrimnation, tolerance,

equal ity of opportunity, solidarity, security, respect for diversity, and on
participation of all people, including the vul nerable and di sadvantaged groups
and persons. The problens of crinme, violence and abuse of and trafficking in
drugs shoul d al so be addressed. |International cooperation in the area of drugs
shoul d be reinforced in accordance with the d obal Progranmme of Action adopted
in the context of the international decade to fight drug abuse. 1In this
context, the convening of a special session of the General Assenbly in order to
consi der the fight against the illicit production, sale, demand, traffic and
distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances and rel at ed
activities, and to propose new strategies, nethods, practical activities and
speci fic nmeasures to strengthen international cooperation in addressing the
problemof illicit drugs is of the highest inportance.

4. Human resources devel opnment

109. At the World Conference on Education for Al and the World Sunmit for
Soci al Devel oprment, Governments committed thensel ves to ensuring universa
access to quality education, attaining the highest attainable standards of

physi cal and nental health, and to ensuring access of all to primary health
care. This should include efforts to rectify inequalities relating to social
conditions, race, national origin, age, disability, and between urban and rura
areas. Appropriate steps should be taken to close the gender gap at all l|evels
of education and to ensure the full access of wonen to health care throughout
the life cycle.

110. Quality education is critical for enabling people to develop their ful
capacities in health and dignity, and to participate actively in the social
econom ¢ and political process of developnent. It is also crucial for achieving
t he objectives of econom c devel opnent. Education and vocational training are
the key to higher productivity, and allow faster and easier adaptation to

t echnol ogi cal and econom ¢ change. They are vital for job creation and
conbati ng unenpl oynent, and for sustained grow h.
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111. Resolute and vigorous national actions are crucial for devel opi ng human
resources. Governnents have conmtted thenselves to formulating or
strengthening strategies for the eradication of illiteracy and universalization
of basic education. The |ink between education and training and | abour market
policies should be strengthened, so as to facilitate the adaptati on of workers
and enmpl oyers to changi ng econonic conditions, technol ogies and | abour markets.
Not only should the inportance of higher education and scientific research be
enphasi zed, but al so of broadening the nmeans and scope of basic education, of
enhanci ng the | earning environnent and of pronoting life-long | earning.

112. Fromthe perspective of the econony at large, it is of great inportance
that the requisite policies be applied to ensure hunman resources devel opnment,
including a satisfactory |evel of education and training of the workforce and
increasing their receptivity to technol ogical innovations, in particular in the
field of information technol ogy.

113. Efforts to achieve the goals of national "Health-for-Al" strategies, in
line with the Alma Ata Conference Declaration on Primary Health Care, should be
expedited. The need for an integrated and intersectoral approach to health
strategi es has been recognized, as well as the inportance of strengthening
national and international efforts to prevent and conbat epidem cs and ot her

di seases that are endemic in nmany devel oping countries, and in particular to
address mal aria and the spread of H V/ AIDS nore effectively.

114. At previous international conferences, Governnments agreed upon a set of
goal s and objectives for national and international efforts in the area of
education and literacy, and health, in particular for maternal and child health
and the control of nmajor comrunicable diseases. W are commtted to achieving
those goals within the tinme-frame we agreed to.

115. Enhanced international cooperation is also called for to advance hunman
resource devel opnent. Concerted efforts should be made to support the efforts
of devel oping countries, especially the | east devel oped countries, and other
countries in need, to develop their human resources. Devel oped countries have
an inportant role to play. Human resources devel opnent and institution-building
can al so be pronoted through cooperati on anong devel opi ng countri es.
International organizations, including the international financial institutions,
nmust give high priority to supporting the objectives of human resources

devel opnent and to integrating theminto their policies, programes and
operations. Support mght include, inter alia, exchange of information
training and skill devel opment programes, as well as the provision of other
fornms of assistance.

5. Human settlenents

116. More people than ever are living in absolute poverty and wi thout adequate
shelter. |nadequate shelter and honel essness are growi ng plights in nmany
countries, threatening standards of health, security and even life itself.
Urban settlenments have the ability to support |arge nunbers of people while
l[imting their inpact on the natural environment. Yet nany cities are

wi t nessing harnful patterns of growth, of production and consunption, of |and
use, of mobility and of degradation of their physical infrastructure.

117. At the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), the

i nternational commnity adopted the goals and principles of adequate shelter for
all and sustainable human settl enments devel opnent in an urbanizing world. [t

-14-



reaffirmed its commtnent to the full and progressive realization of the right
to adequate housing, as provided for in international instruments. The

i nternational community al so subscribed to the principles and goals of equitable
human settlenments, in which all people have equal access to housi ng,
infrastructure, health services, adequate food and water, education and open
spaces. It affirmed that eradication of poverty is essential for sustainable
human settl enents.

118. Sustai nabl e devel opnent is essential to human settl enents devel opnent and
gives full consideration to the needs and necessities of achieving econonic
growt h, social devel opment and environmental protection. Special consideration
shoul d be given to the specific situation and needs of devel opi ng countri es,
and, as appropriate, of countries with economes in transition. Hunman
settlenents shall be planned, devel oped and inproved in a manner that takes ful
account of sustainabl e devel opnment principles and all their conmponents, as set
out in Agenda 21 and related outcones of the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronment and Devel oprent .

119. Formul ation and inplenentation of strategies for human settlenments

devel opnent are primarily the responsibility of each country at national and
local levels within the | egal framework of each country. National plans of
action and/or other relevant national progranmes and actions to achieve the
goal s of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements devel opnent
will need to be devel oped or strengthened, where appropriate, and their

i mpl ementation will need to be nonitored and eval uated by governnents in close
cooperation with their partners in devel opnment at the national level. There is
al so a need for an enabling international environment and for integrated
approaches at the national and international |evels to support these efforts.

120. New and additional financial resources fromvarious sources are necessary
to achieve the goals of adequate shelter for all and sustai nabl e human

settl enents devel opment in an urbanizing world. The existing resources

avail abl e to devel oping countries - public, private, nmultilateral, bilateral
donestic, and external - need to be enhanced through appropriate and flexible
nechani sns and econom ¢ instrunments to support adequate shelter for all and
sust ai nabl e human settl enments devel opnment. These shoul d be acconpani ed by
concrete nmeasures for international technical cooperation and infornmation
exchange.

121. The United Nations system in cooperation with all States and with rel evant
i nternational and non-governnental organizations also has a key role to play in
pronoting international cooperation on the provision of adequate shelter and
sust ai nabl e human settl enments devel opnment in an urbanizing world as well as in
rural areas.

C. Enpowernent of wonen

122. Wiile the status of wonen has advanced in sone inportant respects in the
past decade, progress has been uneven, inequalities between nen and wonen have
persi sted and maj or obstacles remain to wonen's enpowernent, with serious
consequences for the well-being of all people.

123. The Declaration and Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth Wirld

Conf erence on Wnen are inportant contributions to the advancenent of wonen
wor | dwi de and nmust be translated into effective action by all States, the United
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Nat i ons system and ot her organi zati ons concerned as well as non-governnenta
or gani zati ons.

124. Enpowering women is essential for achieving the goals of sustainable

devel opnent centred on human beings. It requires appropriate public policies to
ensure that wonen enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedons and
participate fully and equally in all spheres of public life, including in

deci si on-making. Public policies to pronote wonen's econom c potential and

i ndependence and their full and equal participation in devel opnment are al so
essential for wonmen's enpowernent. Before decisions are taken in the areas of
soci al and economni c devel opnent and of the environnent, an anal ysis should be
made of their inpact on wonen and nen respectively.

125. Measures should be taken to ensure the full enjoynment by wonen and the girl
child of all human rights and fundanental freedons. Actions to be taken by
States in this regard include fulfilling their conmtnments regarding the
ratification of, accession to and the inplenentation of the Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen so that universa
ratification of the Convention can be achi eved by the year 2000, and avoiding as
far as possible resorting to reservations. Measures should al so be taken to
ensure wonen's full and equal access to econom c resources and social services
through full respect for their human rights and fundanmental freedons.

126. Measures are needed to ensure wonen's equal access to education and to
training and retraining. The targets set by the Fourth World Conference on
Wonmen for achieving gender equality in primary and secondary education shoul d be
i mpl emented. Measures should be taken to ensure wonen's equal rights with nmen
equal access to econom c resources and social services, including, inter alia,

| and, credit, science and technol ogy, vocational training, information

conmmuni cati on, markets, education, and the right to inheritance. Elimnating
occupati onal segregation and wage inequality, creating a flexible work
environnent that facilitates the restructuring of work patterns and the sharing
of famly responsibilities, are also major goals. Methods shoul d be devel oped
for assessing the value of unremunerated work outside national accounts.
Pol i ci es and devel opnent strategies that address the needs and efforts of wonen
living in poverty should be reviewed, adopted or maintained in line with the
reconmendati ons of the Beijing Platformfor Action

127. Measures are al so needed to achieve wonen's full participation in decision-
nmaki ng processes in all walks of life and at all levels. The success of
policies and nmeasures ained at supporting or strengthening the pronotion of
gender equality and the inprovenent of the status of wonen should be based on
the integration of the gender perspective in general policies relating to al
spheres of society as well as the inplenentation of positive neasures with
adequate institutional and financial support at all levels. Enhanced
participation by women will also contribute to ensuring that all policies and
programes are designed, inplenmented and nonitored in full awareness of their
possi bl e or actual gender-specific effects.

128. The Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action should be urgently
inmplemented inits entirety. Adequate nobilization of resources at the nationa
and international levels, as well as new and additional resources to devel opi ng
countries fromall available funding nmechani sns to strengthen the advancenent of
wonmen, are required. The inplenentation of the Nairobi Forward-I| ooking
Strategies for the Advancenent of Wwnen - ainmed at achieving equality by the
year 2000 - should be accelerated. A so called for is inplenmentation of the

rel evant sections of Agenda 21 and of the Programmes of Action adopted by the
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I nt ernati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent and by the Wirld Sunmm t
for Social Devel opment, as well as of the Geneva Decl aration on the Econonic
Advancenent of Rural Whnen and the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranmme of Action
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts.

D. Rights of the child

129. Children are the nost inportant resource for the future. Geater

i nvestment in children by parents and societies is essential to the achi evenent
of sustai ned economic growth, social devel opnent and environnental protection
Therefore, the pronotion, to the fullest extent, of the health, well-being and
potential of all children, adolescents and youth is a crucial objective. The

i nternational community expressed its commtnment to that objective when it
adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child and at the Wrld Summit for
Children. W call for full inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and encourage States to renmpove all reservations to that Convention

130. Measures nust be undertaken by States, with the support of the

i nternational community, to achieve, by the year 2000, the goals contained in
the plan of action adopted at the Wirld Sunmit for Children and to reach the
goal s set by subsequent international forums for the year 2000 and beyond. The
rights of children nust be ensured, with special attention paid to the
particular situation of girls. Their rights to a standard of |iving adequate
for their health and well-being, including food, clothing, housing and nedica
care and necessary social services, and their rights to education nmust be
ensured, recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents and

ot her persons legally responsible for children to provide, in a manner
consistent with the evolving capacity of the child, appropriate direction. The
efforts of devel oping countries to achieve those major goals nmust be supported.

131. Exploitation, naltreatnent, child prostitution and child abuse shoul d be
conbated, and the root causes of these phenonena have to be addressed. Actions
are al so needed for inproving the situation and protecting the rights of
children in especially difficult circumstances and ensuring that the vita

i nportance of famly reunification is recognized, in line with the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Popul ation and Devel opnent, and taking into account the rel evant provisions
of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

132. Another key issue with regard to the rights of the child is child |abour,
which is pervasive in many parts of the world. COverall socio-economc

condi tions, income uncertainty, wonmen's health and education, schooling
opportunities and the size of households all have an inpact on child | abour
Abol i shing child | abour requires setting specific target dates for elimnating
all forns of child labour that are contrary to accepted international standards,
in particular article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, for
ensuring the full enforcement of relevant existing | aws, and, where appropriate,
for enacting the |legislation necessary to inplenent the Convention on the R ghts
of the Child, and relevant |ILO standards. In this context, priority should be
given to the elimnation of all extreme forns of child | abour such as forced

| abour, bonded | abour and other forms of slavery. National efforts in dealing
with the problemof working children can be conpl enented by internationa
support neasures which may include provision of education facilities as well as
conpensatory support neasures for their famlies.
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E. Population and devel opnment and international nigration

133. The Programme of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent enphasi zed the inportance of translating the Conference's

reconmendations into actions at all levels. This will involve decisive actions
by Governnments and increased support fromthe international comunity. The
effective inplenentation of the Programe of Action will require an increased

comm tment of financial resources, both domestically and externally. The

devel oped countries have comm tted thensel ves to conpl enenting the nationa
efforts of devel opi ng countries on popul ati on and devel opnent. The Programme of
Action includes commtments to increase substantially the availability of
international financial assistance to the devel oping countries in the field of
popul ati on and devel opnent in order to ensure that popul ati on and devel opnent
obj ectives and goals are net.

134. In this connection, CGovernnents should commit thenselves at the highest
political level to achieving the goals and objectives contained in the Programme
of Action and should take a lead role in coordinating the inplenentation,
nonitoring and evaluation of followup actions. The Progranme of Action
endorsed the crucial role of NGOs, reflected in an effective partnership between
governnment and NGOs in all aspects of population and devel opnent-rel at ed
programes and policies. The capacity of NGOs for entering into such a
partnershi p needs to be enhanced.

135. The Programme of Action and Agenda 21, anong others, affirmthat

denogr aphi ¢ trends cannot be considered in isolation from devel opnent.
Ther ef ore, popul ation programmes are not sinply about nunbers and denographic
targets, but rather about the human bei ngs who are at the centre of popul ation
and devel opnent activities. Consequently, the Progranmme of Action is grounded
in a devel opnent and human rights framework and underscores the need to
reconcile the aspirations and requirements of individual worren and men with

| ong-term devel opnment obj ecti ves.

136. Countries have | earned much about the rel ationships between popul ation
growt h and sustai nabl e devel opnent. There is general agreenent that persistent
wi despread poverty as well as serious social and gender inequalities have
significant influences on, and are in turn influenced by, such denographic
paraneters as popul ation growth, structure and distribution. Gender equality,
including full and equal access to education by wonen, and universal access to
basic health care services, including those relating to reproductive health
services, are essential to achieving popul ati on and devel opnent objecti ves.
Furthernore, integrating population into econonm c and devel opnent strategies
will both speed up the pace of sustainable devel opnent and poverty eradication
and contribute to the achi evenent of popul ati on objectives and an i nproved
quality of life of the population

137. Successful reproductive health care, including fam |y planning programes,
nust be based on the principle of free and responsible choice of famly size and
chi | d-spaci ng, which includes the ability of men and wonen to nmake inforned
deci si ons on the nunber and spacing of their children. Such choice calls for
access to the widest possible range of health care progranmes and services and
for greater support for reproductive health services and appropriate educationa
pr ogr anmes.

138. Conconitant support is needed for stronger, better coordinated gl oba

actions against major diseases that take a heavy toll of human lives, such as
nmal aria, tuberculosis, cholera, typhoid and HHVAIDS. |In this context, the
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Joi nt and Co-sponsored United Nations Programre on H V/ AIDS shoul d be brought
into full operation as quickly as possible and the rel evant resolutions of the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Econom ¢ and Social Council on malaria should be

i mpl enent ed.

139. The international community also has a vital role to play in attaining the
obj ectives of the Programme of Action regarding international mgration and
devel opnent, which reflects the special inportance attached to the inpact of
international mgration on both countries of origin and receiving States. The
fl ow of people between countries, and indeed within countries, affects and is
affected by the devel opnent process. As underlined in the Programre of Action
i nternational econom c inbalances, poverty and environnmental degradation,

conbi ned with the absence of peace and security, violations of human rights and
the varying degrees of devel opnent of judicial and denocratic institutions are
all factors in the novenent of people.

140. There is a need to fornulate or strengthen nmeasures at the national |eve

to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights of mgrants, mgrant
workers and their famlies, to elimnate the increasing acts of raci sm and
xenophobia in sectors of many societies, and to pronbte greater harnony and
tolerance in all societies. Utimtely, the |ong-term nanageability of
international mgration hinges on nmaking the option to remain in one's country a
viable one for all people. The possibility of convening an internationa
conference on mgration and devel opnent coul d be consi dered.

F. Environnment and devel opnent

1. Full inmplenentation of Agenda 21 and ot her outcones of UNCED

141. The consensus on and basis for actions at gl obal, regional, subregional,
nati onal and | ocal |evels to ensure sustainabl e devel opnent has been established
by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opment (UNCED) in
Agenda 21, the R o Declaration on Environnment and Devel opnent and the

Non- Legal |y Binding Authoritative Statenent of Principles for a G obal Consensus
on the Management, Conservation and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent of all Types of
Forests, as well as in all international conventions on the environment and
devel opnent. Priority nmust be given to the pronpt and full inplenentation of

t hese commitnents and reconmendati ons.

142. At UNCED an integrated approach towards devel opnent and environnent was
adopt ed, whereby the protection of the environment would constitute an integra
part of the devel opment process and could not be viewed in isolation fromit.
Depl eti on and degradation of nature and its resources endanger the prospects for
devel opnent, for our generation and even nore so for the future generations.

The cost of reversal will be far higher than the cost of prevention. Therefore,
sust ai nabl e devel opnment strategi es and programes which aimat integrating
environnental protection requirements into economc, social and devel opnent
policies should be fornmulated and inplenented at all levels. Al States have,
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant
to their own environnmental and devel opnent policies and the responsibility to
ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage
to the environnent of other States or of areas beyond the limts of nationa
jurisdiction, in keeping with the principles contained in the R o Declaration
Agenda 21 and rel evant international environment conventions.
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143. Eradication of poverty should have the highest priority on the

i nternati onal agenda. One of the adverse effects of poverty, which affects
nostly devel oping countries, is related to environnental and natural resource
degradation. The essential task of eradicating poverty is an indispensable
requi renent for sustainable devel opment in order to decrease the disparities in
standards of living and better nmeet the needs of the majority of the people of
the world. Strategies ainmed at poverty eradication are also inportant in
avoi di ng degradati on of resources.

144. Wil e poverty results in certain kinds of environnmental stress, the nmgjor
cause of the continued deterioration of the global environment is the
unsust ai nabl e patterns of consunption and production, particularly in industrial
countries, which is a matter of grave concern, aggravating poverty and

i mbal ances. Pronoting changes in such consunption and production patterns
shoul d al so be of the highest priority. Al countries should strive to pronote
sust ai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns. In view of the different
contributions to global environnental degradation, States have common but
differentiated responsibilities. Developed countries bear a specia

responsi bility and should take the lead in this area. Action is required to
pronote changes in unsustainabl e production and consunption patterns through
behavi oural changes and through the pronmotion of internalizing environmenta
costs and the potential use of econonmic instruments that can both generate
revenue for financing sustainable devel opnent and send signals to the market to
hel p change unsustai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns.

145. In general, the financing for the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 will cone
froma country's own public and private sectors. For devel oping countri es,
particularly the | east devel oped countries, ODA is a main source of externa
fundi ng, and substantial new and additional funding for sustainable devel opnent
and i nplenmentation of Agenda 21 is required. So far, the financial resources
provided to devel opi ng countries have fallen short of expectations for the neans
of inplementation set forth in Agenda 21. Al countries should honour their
commtnments related to financial resources and nechani snms for inplenmentation, as
laid down in chapter 33 of Agenda 21. Both donestic budgets and devel opnent

assi stance, including assistance by the United Nations system should be

consi stent with and supportive of the objectives of sustainable devel oprent.

The potential of innovative, additional financial resources should be urgently
expl or ed.

146. The d obal Environnent Facility (CGEF), whose additional grant and
concessional funding is designed to achieve gl obal environmental benefits,
shoul d meet the agreed increnmental costs of relevant activities under Agenda 21,
in accordance with the CGEF instrunment, in particular for devel oping countries.
The restructured GEF with initial comitnents of US$ 2 billion for three years,
constitutes a first step in providing resources to address gl obal environnment
concerns. The prime task nowis for the GEF to pursue its operational phase in
line with its agreed operational strategy, while ensuring that it continues to
be consistent with the guidelines of relevant conventions. GCEF procedures could
be further inproved to speed up project inplenentation w thout conpromsing the
quality of appraisal and participation

147. Another essential dinmension of the UNCED commitnments concerns concrete
neasures for the transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es to devel opi ng
countries on favourable terns, including concessional and preferential terns, as
nutual |y agreed. The CGovernnents of devel oped countries have a major role to
play, both as a conduit for such transfers and by providing market incentives
for the private sector. Recognizing the inportance of protecting intellectua

-20-



property rights and taking into account the special needs of devel oping
countries are two essential considerations in the transfer of environmentally
sound technol ogy.

148. The UNCED process culmnated in a new gl obal partnership for sustainable

devel opnent. I nplenmenting the recormendati ons of Agenda 21 is essential for
strengthening this partnership based on common but differentiated
responsibilities. 1In this partnership, the special situation and needs of

devel opi ng countries, particularly the | east devel oped countries and those nost
environnental Iy vul nerabl e, must receive special priority.

149. The United Nations systemhas a key role in stinulating and supporting

countries and major groups in the inplenentati on of Agenda 21, in helping to
build further consensus and in preparing the ground for standard-setting on

i ssues of sustainabl e devel opnment.

2. lnplenmentation of international conventions on the environnment

150. International legal instruments for the regulation of activities affecting
the environnent forman essential framework for practical efforts by the

i nternational community to reduce environnental degradation and pronote
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. In this context, it is inportant to promote further
the inpl enentati on and devel opnent of international conventions in the field of
envi ronnent and devel opnent, taking into account the principles contained in the
Ri o Decl arati on.

151. The full inplenmentation of these instruments will be an inportant
contribution to ensuring the sustainable use of land, marine and air resources,
i ncl udi ng through reduction and recycling of waste and through nature
managenent. Governments shoul d becone parties to and conply with the United
Nati ons Framework Convention on dimate Change and the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity, signed at UNCED. They should al so beconme parties to and inpl enent
the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries
Experi enci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa; the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Myvenents of Hazardous WAstes
and Their Disposal; and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Qzone Layer. Countries are encouraged to sign and becone parties to the
Agreenent for the Inplenentation of the Provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea relating to the Conservati on and Managenent of
Straddling Fish Stocks and H ghly Mgratory Fish Stocks, and to inplenment this
agreenment. | nplenentation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable

Devel opnent of Snall |sland Devel oping States is also called for.

152. Devel oped countries parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa should support, through fulfilling their
conmi tnents to nobilize substantial financial resources and to facilitate the
transfer of technol ogy, know edge and know how, the efforts of affected
devel opi ng countries parties, in particular African countries, to devel op and

i mpl ement their own long-termplans and strategies to conbat desertification and
mtigate the effects of drought.

153. Devel oped country parties should fulfil their financial commtnments and
enhance cooperative efforts to support devel oping country parties in

i mpl ementing the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on dimate Change. The effective inplenentation of the two
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Conventions and their strengthening, in accordance with deci sions adopted by the
respecti ve conferences of the parties, should be ensured by the parties with the
support of the international comunity. Devel oped country parties should
continue their efforts to support country parties undergoing the process of
transition to a market economy in the inplenentation of these conventions.

154. Action towards sustainabl e devel opnment is an evolving process: additiona
commitments, actions and instrunments may be required in the |ight of new gl obal
regi onal and subregi onal or national devel opnents and needs. But this should in
no way delay the inplenentation of what has been agreed.

G  Humanitarian issues and devel opnent

155. Humanitarian assistance is essential for the victins of natural disasters
and ot her emnergencies, including major technol ogi cal and nan-made di sasters.
Emer gency neasures should be seen as a first step towards | ong-term devel opnent.

156. The Ceneral Assenbly has recogni zed that humanitarian assi stance nust be
provided with the principles of humanity, neutrality and inpartiality. It has
al so recogni zed that the sovereignty, territorial integrity and national unity
of States must be fully respected in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nati ons. Humanitarian assistance should be provided with the consent of the
affected country and in principle on the basis of an appeal by the affected
country.

157. At the sane tine, each State has the responsibility first and forenost to
take care of the victins of natural disasters and ot her energenci es occurring on
its territory and to provide for the security of humanitarian personnel. Hence,
the affected State has the primary role in the initiation, organization,

coordi nation, and inplenentation of humanitari an assistance within its
territory. To this end, the United Nations is continuing to identify ways for
strengt heni ng the coordi nati on of enmergency hunmani tarian assi stance of the
United Nations system

158. Many energencies reflect the underlying crisis of devel opment facing many
devel opi ng countries which needs to be addressed by Governnents and the
international community if the energency is not to recur. Therefore, in order
to prevent the occurrence or recurrence of enmergency situations, support is
requi red for medium and | ong-term social and econom c devel opnent. The

i mpl ementation of commtnents to sustainabl e devel opnent, including those
related to economic growth, will contribute to the ability of devel opi ng
countries to undertake disaster prevention and preparedness, including,

inter alia, support for food security, strengthening health and educati on
systens in affected countries, as well as equal access to education, the

buil ding up of national institutions, and for the rule of law as well as for
strengt hening the capacity of recipient institutions to manage energency
situations.

1. Continuumfromrelief to rehabilitati on and devel opnent

159. Wiere energency situations arise, rapid provision of humanitarian

assi stance by the international community remains, of course, inperative.
However, this form of assistance nust be planned with a viewto an equally rapid
transition to rehabilitation and reconstructi on and be part of the continuum
concept which ains at resum ng devel opnent at the earliest opportunity. At the
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same time, it should be recognized that the conti nuum concept may require
di fferent approaches in different situations.

160. Prevention, preparedness, emergency response, econom c recovery and
rehabilitation are all part of a conprehensive response to reduce devel opi ng
country vulnerability to emergencies. Thus far, however, the internationa
community has nostly only been able to react to energencies through the

provi sion of humanitarian assistance which can only alleviate human suffering in
a short-term perspective. Expenditure on relief activities should not have a
negative i npact on devel opnent progranmes.

161. In virtually all post-emergency situations, resettlenment of refugees,

di spl aced persons and other disaster victinms as well as the restoration of
physical infrastructure are sone of the najor conditions for recovery. In cases
of post-conflict peace-building situations, programes such as dem ning,
denobi |l i zation and reintegration of ex-conbatants as well as confidence-buil di ng
and reconciliation neasures are essential for nmoving forward in the continuum

t owar ds devel opment. Equally inportant are restoring public institutions,
police and judicial systens, and resuning econonic and social devel opnent in
preventing possi bl e resurgence of conflict situations.

162. Although certain internedi ate phases can be established, the distinction
bet ween different stages of the emergency to devel opnent continuumis often
vague. This requires a conprehensive and coordi nated response not only to
rehabilitation and reconstruction but also to devel opnent needs, by the United
Nations system including the Bretton Wods institutions, the internationa
comunity and Governments. The mandates of humanitarian agenci es and

devel opnent organi zati ons nmust be delineated clearly in order to counter the
tendency of these agencies and organi zati ons to extend nmandates, either from
relief to devel opment or vice versa, w thout having necessarily the
institutional capacity to effectively take on such new rol es.

163. In order for the international comunity to respond rapidly and effectively
to humani tarian energencies at the various stages of the conti nuum the
establishment of an international network of voluntary humanitarian relief teans
that can be deployed rapidly to cope with humanitarian enmergencies, such as the
white helnet initiative acting within the franework of the United Nations

vol unteers, could be consi dered.

2. Early warning., prevention, preparedness and reduction of
natural disasters

164. In recent years, with, in many areas, ever |arger popul ations at ri sk,

di sasters have had increasingly major inpacts in terns of human and econonic

| osses, inpoverishnent and | ong-term di spl acenent of popul ations. The

comm trents of the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer Wirld, adopted by the World
Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, which has defined concrete actions for
di saster reduction, should be inpl enmented.

165. Disaster prevention, mtigation and preparedness are of primary inportance
for reducing the need for disaster relief. They should beconme an integral part
of national strategies and progranmes for sustainabl e devel opnment. There shoul d
be greater efforts to enhance national capabilities for early warni ng and

di saster mtigation, which should be supported with adequate financial resources
and transfer of technol ogies to devel oping countries and, as appropriate,
countries with economes in transition
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166. Enhanced subregional, regional and international cooperation are essentia
for disaster preparedness. Prevention, mtigation and preparedness for natura
di sasters, and actions to inplenment the Yokohama Strategy, could be integrated
into the country strategy note, where appropriate. A coordinated and tinely
preventi ve response of Governments, non-governnmental and ot her organizations,
and agenci es and comunities requires strengthening of the early-warning
potential of the United Nations system

3. Response to other humanitarian energencies

167. Humani tarian emergency situations have becone nore frequent, nore

wi despread, nore conplex and long |asting, conbining interstate and interna
conflicts, |arge-scale displacenents of people, mass fam ne, disruption of
econom c, political and social institutions, and, in some cases natura

di sasters. A result has been that a grow ng percentage of devel opnent
assistance is being devoted to such conplex enmergencies. There is a need to
avoid the situation in which such a trend has a negative inpact on long-term
devel opnent progranmes.

168. The response of the international conmmunity to conplex humanitarian

enmer genci es has become better coordinated, nore effective and nore efficient.
The United Nations plays a central role in the international response to this
daunting chal |l enge, working closely with other international agencies. The
creation of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs illustrates the determ nation
of the United Nations to respond nore effectively to this task. The
coordinating role of this Departnment anong the various rel evant agencies should
be further strengthened, including by devel oping fornmal nenoranda of
understandi ng with them

169. Further progress requires the provision of adequate contingency funds and
the establishnment of planning and | ogistical mechanisms to allow a faster and
nore effective response to conpl ex energenci es.

170. Ways al so have to be found to address basic needs during conpl ex
enmergenci es. |Issues such as humani tarian needs of displaced persons, which are
not under the direct mandate of hunmanitarian agenci es, should al so be addressed.
Coordi nation and cl ear nmandates and responsibilities, particularly in the field,
are also essential in cases where there is a humanitarian conponent to a
peacekeepi ng operation. Wile peacekeeping, civilian, hunanitarian, economc,
social, and political activities are all part of the integrated process of
peace- bui |l di ng, special attention should be given to the observance of the norns
and principles of international law, including international humanitarian | aw.

171. The effective delivery assistance of rel evant non-governnmenta

organi zations and volunteers in situations of conplex energenci es shoul d be
further recognized as an inportant conplenentary part of the coordinated
international, regional and subregi onal response and incorporated into the
programi ng of actions.

4. Refugees and di spl aced persons

172. The nunber of refugees and di spl aced persons has been rapidly increasing
due to a nunmber of complex factors which include, inter alia, arned conflicts,
human rights violations, political instability, absolute poverty, social

disintegration, |lack of resources, and environnental degradation. Mst of the
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refugees are located in and/or nove into devel oping countries, often inposing an
enor nous burden on those States which already face difficult econom c and soci al
conditions. International support for activities of recipient countries for
refugees and di spl aced persons is hence a necessity.

173. Sonme countries with economies in transition also face burdens related to
refugees and di spl aced persons. There is, therefore, a need for the
i nternational community to support themin order to address these problens.

174. The root causes of movements of refugees and di spl aced persons shoul d be
tackled in a coordinated and integrated manner. A durable solution to the
plight of the present |arge nunbers of refugees and asyl um seekers shoul d be
found. Their needs as regards protection in accordance with internationally
recogni zed standards and with national law, as well as assistance, nust receive
t he necessary support. CGovernnents should strive to neet their basic needs,
build their self-sufficiency. The conditions for voluntary repatriation of
refugees and returnees in safety and dignity, and for ensuring adequate
reception arrangenents and snooth reintegration, should be created.

H Participatory approach to devel opnent

175. There has been a multiplication of non-state actors in devel opnent - those
of the civil society - who are playing an increasingly inmportant role in

devel opnent. The State has overall responsibility for policy fornulation in the
econom c, social and environnental spheres, including the correction of market
failures, the provision of public goods, the creation of a favourable enabling
environnent for the private sector as well as a favourable | egal and regul atory
framework. It should al so encourage effective participation by the private
sector and major groups in activities which conplenent and reinforce nationa

obj ecti ves.

176. Participation is an essential conponent of successful and |asting

devel opnent. It contributes to equity by involving people living in poverty and
ot her groups in planning and inplenmentation. Participatory decision-naking,
together with the rule of |aw, denocracy, and transparent and accountabl e
governance and admi nistration in all sectors of society is an inportant

requi renment for the effectiveness of devel opnent policies.

177. Full participation in society should be achieved through the pronotion and
protection by Governnents of all human rights and fundanmental freedons,
including the right to devel opnent, bearing in mnd the interdependent and
nmutual |y reinforcing relationship between denocracy and respect for human
rights. Governnents should nake public institutions nore responsive to people's
needs. Therefore, full respect for all human rights and fundamental freedons,
in accordance with the conclusions of the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme of
Action shoul d be pronoted.

178. There is a large potential benefit to be derived fromincreased
participation. In order for it to be realized, Governments shoul d establish
institutional and | egal frameworks and decentralized processes, that allow their
peopl e greater involvenent in the decisions that affect their lives. This

requi res that CGovernnents give adequate support to the adm nistration of justice
as well as to public adm nistration which should be responsive to the

requi renments of their people.
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179. CGovernnments are encouraged, where appropriate, to decentralize their public
institutions and services to a |level that, conpatible with their overal
responsibilities, priorities and objectives, responds properly to |ocal needs
and facilitates local participation. To ensure effective decentralization and
strengt hening of local authorities and their associ ati on/ networks, Governments,
at the appropriate levels, should review and revise, as necessary, |egislation
to increase | ocal autonony and participation in decision-making, inplementation
and resource mobilization and use, especially with respect to human, technica
and financial resources and | ocal enterprise devel opnent, within the overal
framewor k of a national economic, social and environnmental strategy.
Governnents, when they consider it appropriate, could work on decentralization
programes with the support of donors and international institutions.

180. The key to participatory devel opnent neans fulfilling the potential of
peopl e by enlarging their capabilities, and this necessarily inplies enpowernent
of people, enabling themto participate actively in their own devel opnent. In

order to fulfil their potential, people, especially those who are vul nerabl e and
di sadvant aged, nust participate actively in establishing and maintaining

i ndependent organi zations representing their interests, within each country's
constitutional framework. Political enmpowernent is an integral aspect of
participatory devel opnment.

181. A vigorous civil society is indispensable for popular participation at all

| evel s and an essential conponent of any successful devel opnent strategy.
Comuni ty organi zations, business and workers' organi zations, NGO and sel f-help
groups nust be actively involved. Governnments should view them as inportant
actors and partners in development. Geater accountability and transparency in
such organi zations' activities would be helpful in this regard. |In countries
where the participation of civil society is weak, it should be a najor purpose
of public policy to strengthen it.

182. Broadeni ng and strengthening the participation of devel oping countries in
the international econom c decision-nmaking process is al so necessary.

I. Actions related to countries in special situations

183. International cooperation for devel opment shoul d take account of countries
devel opnent experiences and circunstances in formul ating and inpl ementing
conpr ehensi ve devel opment appr oaches

184. Action on many fronts is needed. A conbination of grant aid, concessiona
| oans and technical assistance which can contribute to the financing of the
necessary econom ¢ and social infrastructure, together with strategi es designed
inter alia to increase exports earnings, attract foreign direct investnment and
reduce external debt, can provide sufficient conditions for devel opnent.

185. The critical situation of Africa and the | east devel oped countries requires
that priority should be given to those countries in international cooperation
for devel opnent and in the allocation of ODA. These countries should inpl enent
at the national |evel structural adjustnent policies which take into account
soci al devel opnent goals as well as effective devel opment strategies that create
a nore favourable climate for trade and investnent, give priority to human
resour ces devel opment and further pronote the devel opnent of denocratic
institutions. These national efforts should be supported by the internationa
comuni ty.
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1. Africa

186. The critical socio-econonic condition in Africa concerns the internationa
community as a whole and requires global partnership and solidarity to address
and solve. Although Africa is faced with enornous problens, it also has great
potential, both in human and natural resources, for econom c growh and

devel opnent. The obstacles to the soci o-econonm ¢ devel opnent of Africa are well
known. Tackling these probl ens and paving the way to accel erated and self-
sustai ning growth and sust ai nabl e devel opnment t hrough deci sive inplenmentation of
conmitments and actions have, however, been | acking.

187. The external debt problens of African countries require further attention
The nmeasures taken by the Paris Cub, including the Naples terns, should be
further inplemented in a full, constructive and expeditious manner. Effective,
equi tabl e, devel opnent oriented and durabl e solutions have to be found in the
probl ens of external debt and the burden of debt, which continue to inpede the
soci 0- econom ¢ devel opnent of African countries despite nmeasures taken on both a
bilateral and rmultilateral basis to reduce or reschedul e their debt.

188. The international community should reaffirmits comrtnent to give ful
support to the devel opnent efforts of Africa. This requires, inter alia,
nmeasures to contribute to durable solutions to the external debt and debt-
service problens, to increase foreign direct investnent, to enhance nationa
capacity-building, to deal with the shortage of domestic resources for

devel opnent and to facilitate the integration of the African countries into
subregional and regional trade as well as into world trade.

189. The international community should support African countries so that they
benefit fully fromthe results of the Uruguay Round and to mitigate any adverse
effect of the Final Act. It is essential to inplenent the neasures deci ded upon
in the Final Act and the conplementary provisions specified in the Marrakesh
Agreenent, in favour of |east devel oped countries and concerning the possible
negative effects of the reform progranme on these countries and on the net food-
i nporting devel oping countries. In this regard, there is urgent need for
financial and technical assistance to African countries to enable themto

eval uate the inpact of the Final Act and to identify and inplenent adaptive
neasures to enhance their conpetitiveness and trade performance in order to
benefit fromthe Uuguay Round. 1In addition, it is essential to support the
efforts of African countries to diversify their econom es. New export

capaci ties and opportunities have to be created and diversification across

mar ket s and products shoul d be encouraged. The call for financing the
preparatory phase of comodity diversification projects and programres shoul d be
pursued. State participants in the African Devel opment Fund and nultilatera
institutions are urged to pay special attention to the diversification of
African commodities and to contribute to the preparatory phase of African
diversification projects. In order to support effectively efforts to diversify
comodity exports and boost earnings, the international community, particularly
the major trading partners, should continue to commit thenmselves to granting
enhanced mar ket access to Africa's exports through substantial reduction in or
removal of trade barriers and through preferential arrangenments, in accordance
with the Uruguay Round Agreenents.

190. There is an urgent need for concerted and better coordinated internationa
action on the nyriad of adverse socio-econonic factors whi ch conpound poverty in
Africa and hanper its prospects for growh and devel opnent. This includes
addressing effectively and conprehensively the issues of conflict resolution,

i ncl udi ng post-conflict peace-building and the continuumfromrelief to
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rehabilitati on and devel opnent; stronger and better coordi nated gl obal actions
agai nst maj or diseases that take a heavy toll of human lives; and alleviating
the effects of natural disasters through programes on early warning,

pr epar edness, prevention and mitigation. The international comunity shoul d
al so assist African countries in their efforts to eradi cate poverty and neet
basi ¢ human needs.

191. The United Nations systemalso has a mgjor role to play in coordinating and
i npl enenting activities which address the critical situation in Africa,

i ncludi ng through the inplenmentation of the United Nati ons New Agenda for the
Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s and the foll owup of the outcone of the Tokyo
International Conference on African Devel opnment and other related initiatives.

2. Least devel oped countries

192. Despite the adoption of the Paris Declaration and the Progranme of Action
for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s, there has been a decline in
real terns of total ODA for LDCs and there has been continued marginalization of
these countries, and their nunmber has increased from4l to 48 without a
proportionate increase in support neasures despite national and internationa
efforts. Reversing the further marginalization of the | east devel oped countries
and achieving their integration in the world econony are essential for their
grow h and devel opment and pose a major challenge to the internationa

conmuni ty.

193. In order to succeed, the full support of the international commnity is
requi red. Appropriate econom ¢ and social policies are also required and
techni cal capacity and physical and institutional infrastructure need to be
built up. Special support should therefore be given to the | east devel oped
countries in their devel opment efforts, in order to facilitate their integration
into the world econony, to enable themto participate in and to allowthemto
fully benefit fromthe process of globalization and |iberalization of trade and
the increase in international private resource flows.

194. In view of their limted domestic resources, the | east devel oped countries
will continue to need enhanced external financial assistance and ot her support.
Achi eving the accepted United Nations target for official devel opment assistance
to the | east devel oped countries of 0.15 per cent of donor countries' GNP is
particularly urgent. Donor countries which have not net this target should make
their best efforts to reach it as soon as possible, and donor countries which
have met the 0.15 per cent target should undertake to reach 0.20 per cent by the
year 2000. Further inprovenents should be nmade in aid coordination and

ef fecti veness.

195. Many LDCs face serious debt problens and nore than half are considered debt
di stressed. Most of their debt is owed to official creditors, both bilatera
and multilateral. The serious debt problens of LDCs necessitate continued
efforts in the framework of the international debt strategy. This strategy

i ncl udes concrete neasures to alleviate the debt burden and econom c policy
neasures, which will be critical to the revitalization of growth and

devel opnent. Those LDCs should continue to benefit fromsubstantial debt relief
schemes. Paris Club creditors are invited to continue to inplenent fully,
constructively and expeditiously the very concessi onal treatnent under the
Napl es terns, and the Bretton Wods institutions are encouraged to expedite the
ongoi ng consi deration of ways to address the issue of the nultilateral debt,

i ncl udi ng those concerning the LDCs.
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196. The international community should support LDCs so that they benefit fully
fromthe results of the Uruguay Round and to mitigate any adverse effect of the
Final Act. It is essential to inplenent the neasures deci ded upon in the Fina
Act and the conpl ementary provisions specified in the Marrakesh Agreenent, in
favour of the LDCs and concerning the possible negative effects of the reform
programe on these countries and on the net food inporting devel opi ng countri es.
Urgent steps are needed to provide enhanced market access to major markets for
products originating fromLDCs. There is also scope for further inprovement of
the GSP schenmes and ot her supportive nmeasures in favour of LDCs.

197. In 1990, through the adoption of the Declaration and Programme of Action of
t he Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel oped Countries, the

i nternational community agreed on neasures to revitalize the devel opment of the
| east devel oped countries. At the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent, the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the
Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnent, and ot her rel evant conferences, agreenents
and conventions, further conmmtnents have been nade to support the efforts of
these countries. At the md-term d obal Review of the Inplenmentation of the
Programe of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries in the 1990s, concrete
neasures and recomrendati ons were agreed on to inplenent the Progranme of
Action. They should be operationalized and inplenented as appropriate. The
international community nust give high priority to the full and tinely

i mpl ement ation of the Programme of Action and fulfil all its commtments in
favour of the |east devel oped countries.

3. Small island devel oping States

198. The international conmmunity, international organizations and the United
Nat i ons system shoul d cooperate in the inplenentation of the Programme of Action
for the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel oping States and of

Agenda 21, and support their economic transformation. This requires adequate,
predi ctabl e, new and additional financial resources, transfer of environmentally
sound technol ogi es, including on concessional and preferential terms as nutually
agreed, and pronoting fair and non-discrimnatory trading arrangenents.

Appropri ate exchanges anong snall island devel oping States and between them and
other States with simlar devel opnent experiences are also to be encouraged.

The CGEF shoul d constitute an inportant channel of assistance to small island
devel oping States in responding to their special needs and vul nerabilities.

199. The sustai nabl e devel opment of snall island devel oping States requires
concrete action by the international community to address the constraints to
their devel opnent outlined in the Programme of Action and in Agenda 21. It also
requires a supportive international institutional framework, including a strong
nonitoring and review role by the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprent.
Appropriate support should be given to the SIDS/ NET and SI DS/ TAP progranmes,

whi ch are inportant instruments for technical cooperation and for pronoting

i nformati on exchange.

4. Landl ocked devel oping countries

200. Specific action at national, bilateral, subregional, regional and

i nternational |evels should be taken as a matter of urgency and priority, to
address the special devel opnent probl ens and needs of | andl ocked devel opi ng

countries. To that end, international support, through appropriate technica
cooperation and financi al assistance by devel oped countries and nmultilatera
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financial and devel oprment institutions is needed to enhance the capacity of the
| andl ocked devel oping countries to effectively participate in the rapidly

gl obal i zi ng worl d econony, including global trading, investnent and technol ogy
transfer processes.

201. Particul ar enphasis should be given to the cooperative and col | aborative
efforts of the | andl ocked and transit devel oping countries in dealing with the
transit problens, inter alia, through inproving the transit transport
infrastructure facilities and bilateral agreenments to govern transit transport
operations; devel opment of joint ventures in the area of transit transport; and
strengthening of institutions and human resources dealing with transit
transport. Active and consistent efforts are called to inplenment the d oba
Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation between | andl ocked and transit
devel opi ng countries and the donor community endorsed by the CGeneral Assenbly at
its fiftieth session. Since nost transit countries are thensel ves devel opi ng
countries facing serious econom c problens, their efforts at devel oping a viable
transit infrastructure also need financial and technical support.

5. Countries with economes in transition

202. The international community should continue to give attention to the needs
of countries with economes in transition, and support in particular their
efforts to integrate into the world econony. A nunber of international neetings
and conferences, including those held under United Nations auspi ces, have
recogni zed the specific needs of these countries in various areas of devel opnent
and the necessity to provide themw th tenporary assistance upon their request
aimed at the solution to the nost acute problens. Such recomendati ons shoul d
be fully inplemented by the international comunity and the United Nations
system To this end, an appropriate strategy should be defined for
strengthening solidarity with these countries, taking into account the need to
preserve the United Nations system's high priorities in devel opment, in
particul ar international devel opnent cooperation

J. Means of inplenentation

203. The effective inplenentation of this Agenda, as well as of the decisions
and comm tnments reached at the recent series of United Nations gl oba
conferences, sunmits and other neetings, requires the urgent nobilization and
nore efficient use of resources for developnment. It is critical to generate the
political will to nobilize and nake avail abl e the necessary resources - public
and private, financial and human, national and international - if all States,
the United Nations systemand the international comunity as a whole are to
mount a full and effective response to this Agenda. In formulating this
response, attention has to be given to both the quantitative and the qualitative
aspects of devel opment as well as to tine-frames for inplenentation.

1. Mobilization of donestic resources for devel opnent

204. Al countries should continue to inplenent policies and measures to
nobi | i ze domestic resources according to national strategies and priorities and
to achieve an appropriate |level of donmestic savings. Measures should include

t he mai nt enance of sound fiscal and nonetary policies, efficient and equitable
taxation systens, |ow budget deficits and an efficient allocation of budgetary
resources in which due priority is given to productive expenditure.
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205. Political institutions and | egal systens that ensure the equitable

di stribution of domestic resources enhance the effectiveness and flexibility of
nati onal policy frameworks. Public expenditures offer significant opportunities
for promoting growth and the equitable redistribution of resources.

206. Al countries should explore new ways of generating new public and private
financial resources, inter alia, through the appropriate reduction of excessive
mlitary expenditures, including global mlitary expenditures and the arnms trade
and investnments for arns production and acquisition, taking into consideration
nati onal security requirenents, so as to all ow possible allocation of additiona
funds for social and econom c devel opnent.

2. External resources

207. The savings efforts of devel oping countries, in particular African
countries and the | east devel oped countries, to generate sufficient donestic
savi ngs need to be suppl enmented by external resources so as to raise investnent
to the | evel s necessary for adequate sustai ned economc growth. New and

i nnovati ve i deas for generating resources for devel opment shoul d be expl ored.

(a) External debt

208. The international conmunity, including the international financia
institutions, is invited to continue to explore ways of inplenenting additiona
and i nnovative neasures to alleviate substantially the debt burdens of
devel opi ng countries, in particular of the highly indebted | owinconme countries,
in order to help themto achi eve sustai ned economc growh without falling into
a new debt crisis.

209. In this context, the Heavily |Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative (H PC
endorsed by the InterimComrittee of | MF and the Devel opnent Conmittee of the
Wirld Bank and | MF - which is designed to enable eligible heavily indebted poor
countries to achi eve a sustainabl e debt situation through coordi nated action by
all creditors on the basis of adjustnment efforts by the debtor countries - is
wel coned. It is recognized that the inplenentation of the Initiative requires
addi tional financial resources fromboth bilateral and nultilateral creditors

wi thout affecting the support required for devel opnent activities of devel opi ng
countries. The inportance of inplenenting the Initiative's eligibility criteria
flexibly so as to ensure sufficient coverage of the heavily indebted countries
is stressed.

210. Al the nenbers of the Paris O ub are encouraged to inplenent fully the
initiatives which aimat substantially reducing the bilateral conponent of the
debt burden of the poorest and heavily indebted countries and at permtting
countries sufficiently advanced in an adjustnent strategy to exit fromthe
reschedul i ng process. To achieve the first aimnentioned above, the Paris Cub
shoul d continue to apply the Naples ternms in a full, expeditious and
constructive manner in order to contribute to a durable solution to the debt
probl enms of these countries.

211. Private creditors and, in particular, comercial banks shoul d be encouraged
to continue their initiatives and efforts to address the comercial debt of
devel opi ng countri es.

212. The international comunity should inplenment fully the appropriate actions
identified in the md-termglobal review of the inplenentation of the Programe
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of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s concerning the
external debt problens of those countries.

213. Multilateral debt accounts for a high proportion of the external debt of a
nunber of heavily indebted devel oping countries. The international financial
institutions are invited to exam ne further proposals to tackle the probl ens of
a nunber of devel oping countries with regard to nmultilateral debt, taking into
account the specific situation of each country. Such proposals need to preserve
the preferred creditor status of the nmultilateral financial institutions, in
order to ensure that they can continue to provide concessi onal financing for
devel opnent to devel opi ng countri es.

(b) Oficial devel opnent assistance

214. 1t is inmportant to reverse the overall decline in ODA flows and to achieve
internationally agreed ODA targets as soon as possible. Such assistance shoul d
focus on devel oping countries, with particular priority to Africa and the | east
devel oped countries. Some donor countries have achi eved or exceeded the
accepted United Nations targets to allocate 0.7 per cent of G\P for overall ODA
and 0.15 per cent of GNP for ODA for the | east devel oped countries and are
encouraged to continue to do so. Oher devel oped countries reaffirmthe
commitments undertaken to fulfil as soon as possible these targets. Countries
which are in a position to do so should strive to augnent their assistance in

t he framewor k of devel opnent cooperation. Countries should also honour their
comm tnents in Agenda 21 to provide resources to pronote sustainable

devel opnent .

(¢) Role and resources of multilateral financial institutions, including
regi onal devel opnent banks

215. The nmultilateral financial institutions should continue to play a major
role in devel opnent and in pronoting the stability of the internationa

financial system In their responses to the devel opnment needs, priorities and
speci fic circunstances of devel oping countries, the Wrld Bank and | M shoul d
continue to adjust to the w de-rangi ng changes in global circunstances. Their
programes shoul d respond to the econonic and social conditions, concerns and
needs of each country, and should also explicitly include social devel opnent
goals, in particular eradicating poverty, pronoting productive enpl oynent,
enhanci ng social integration, and supporting people living in poverty and

vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups of society. To this end, they are urged to
i ncrease cooperation with other devel opnment activities of the United Nations
system At the sane time, both the World Bank and | M- need an enhanced capacity
to fulfil their roles effectively. |In particular, resources for the

I nternational Devel opnent Association (I1DA) should be repl eni shed adequately and
inatinmely manner.

216. Regi onal devel opnent banks shoul d continue to play an inportant role in the
financing of developnent. 1In this context, the adequate and tinely
repl eni shment of their concessional nechanisns is essential. Regiona

devel opnent banks shoul d respond effectively to devel opnent priorities.

(d) United Nations financing for devel opnent

217. The fulfilment of the United Nations system s role in devel opnment and in
promnoti ng devel opment cooperation requires resources to be provided on a sound,
predi ctabl e, continuous and assured basis. The international comunity shoul d
support the devel opnent efforts of the United Nations system by providing a

-32-



substantial increase in resources for operational activities comensurate with
t he needs of the devel oping countries and the overall resources of the United
Nations. This requires both political commtnment by all States and an
appropriate balance in ternms of resources devoted to all United Nations
activities and to devel opnent. New approaches to financing the internationa
devel opnent cooperation activities undertaken by the United Nations, including
i nnovati ve fundi ng sources, should continue to be exam ned.

(e) Private investnent flows

218. Special attention should be given by all countries to neasures ained at
promoting international investnment flows and enhancing their contribution to
devel opnent. In order to encourage donestic investnent and to attract FDI, it
is essential to have in place a stable, supportive, effective and transparent

| egal framework. Intellectual property protection is an essential conponent of
an environnent conducive to the creation and international transfer of

technol ogy. |Investnent agreenents which signal that investnent is valued and
that all investors will be treated fairly also pronote investnent. Covernnents
in the devel oped countries should facilitate long-terminvestnment flows to
devel opi ng countries. Al countries should take nmeasures to ensure that these
flows have a positive inpact on devel opnent, equitable growth, productive
capacity, infrastructure, transfer of technol ogy, eradication of poverty, trade
expansi on, enploynent and soci al programmes.

219. The globalization and growth of financial markets has given rise to the
need for inproved neasures to address the negative effects of the volatility of
international capital flows. The prevention of financial crises will require
enhanced early warning nechani sns, including improved and effective surveillance
of national and international financial narket devel opnents. |f prevention
fails, responding to financial market distress will require enhancing the
capacity of multilateral institutions to respond in a quick and coordi nated
fashion. Financial nechanisns need to be devel oped for this purpose as well as
to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century. |In this context, the

i nternational commnity should explore ways to broaden appropriate enhanced
cooperation and, where appropriate, coordi nati on of macroeconom c policy anong
interested countries, nonetary and financial authorities and institutions, so as
to enhance preventive consultation arrangenents between such institutions as a
neans of pronoting a stable international financial environment conducive to
econom c growh, particularly in devel oping countries, taking into account the
needs of devel oping countries as well as situations that nmay have a significant

i npact on the international financial system

3. Qualitative aspects of devel opnent cooperation

220. The quantitative efforts set out above should be conplemented w th neasures
to inprove the qualitative aspects of international devel opnent cooperation
particularly: a better focus on its distribution; greater national capacities
to coordi nate national and international resources; inproved national ownership
of externally financed programes; international cooperation based on nationa
priorities, involving other devel opnment partners, including civil society; and
strengt hened national capacities to plan for, nmanage, nonitor and eval uate the

i npact of devel oprment cooperation

221. To translate the Agenda for Devel opnent into practical action, it is

essential that further steps are taken to enhance United Nations performance in
devel opnent. Maintaining adequate levels for funding for United Nations
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operational activities nust be coupled with continued inprovenents in their
performance, including nonitoring and eval uati on and t he nmeasurement of out put
rat her than input.

4., Capacity-building

222. |If devel opment activities are to have a lasting inpact, the future

provi sion of technical cooperation nmust focus on strengthening nationa
capacities rather than using international expertise, which is often expensive,
and procuring equipnment tied to aid. The United Nations systemneeds to
scrutinize whether its activities contribute to the pronotion of nationa

owner shi p and capacity-building. Such pronotion should be the central objective
of its field |level activities.

223. The international conmmunity, including the United Nations system shal
give preference, wherever possible, to the utilization of conpetent nationa
experts or, where necessary, of conpetent experts fromw thin the subregion or
region or from other devel oping countries, in project and programe design
preparation and inplementation and to the building of |ocal expertise where it
does not exist.

224. National execution should be the principal nodality for the inplenentation
of programmes by the United Nations system The pace at which nationa
execution is utilized by recipient countries nust depend upon their needs and
capacities. Effective national execution also requires both the United Nations
system and other actors involved in the provision of technical assistance to
give increased priority to assisting recipient countries in building and/or
enhanci ng the necessary capacity to undertake services at the field |evel

225. The need to pronote capacity-building and national execution should be
taken into account in the design stage of devel opment progranmes. Governments
will need to take a lead role in identifying such needs at the planning stage
and in ensuring that there is adequate national ownership of the programes as
wel |l as in maximzing projects and programes efficiency by keeping overhead
costs to a m ni mum

226. The United Nations systemnust al so be prepared to address the capacity
requi renents of different national devel opnent partners, including, in addition
to Governnent, menbers of civil society, such as the private sector, and NGCs.

227. \Wen building national capacities a nunber of issues will need to be taken
into consideration. These include the articulation of clear devel opnent goal s,
strategies and priorities that are nationally prescribed and supported, where
necessary, by external partners; effective perfornmance of functions through a
wel | -trai ned human resource base; conpetent organizations and nmanagenment to
effectively utilize and retain skilled people; a policy and institutiona
environnent that can facilitate the performance and accountability of the public
sector and other national institutions; and sensitivity to the overall social
econom ¢ and cultural environment in which capacity devel opment is to take

pl ace.

228. Technical and economi c cooperation anong devel opi ng countries is an

i nstrument that can nake inportant contributions to building national capacities
t hrough exchange of information, experiences and experti se.
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